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Amendment to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

Listing of Claims : 

1 . (currently amended): A peer-to-peer communication apparatus for 
performing one-to-one communication with another communication apparatus via an 
Internet Protocol (IP) 4P-network, comprising: 

first means for performing an encryption process and/or an authentication 
process with respect to a packet; 

second means for acquiring, from a peer's communication apparatus 
specified by a user of the peer-to-oeer communication apparatus, presence 
information including information for judging a communication security environment 
of said peer's communication apparatus and security policy information including an 
encryption rule and an authentication rule^, each to be applied to packets by said 
peer's communication apparatus; and 

third means for displaying said presence information and said security policy 
information such that said user judges propriety of the security policy information 
based on the presence information^ and for allowing the user to partly change the 
security policy information, 

wherein said first means procoss i nq processes a packet to be transmitted to 
said peer's communication apparatus in accordance with a security policy approved 
by the user. 
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2. (currently amended): A -The p eer-to-peer communication apparatus 
according to claim 1 , further comprising: 

a memory for storing the security policy information acquired from said peer's 
communication apparatus or the security policy information partly changed by the 
user via said third means, 

wherein said first means processes the packet to be transmitted to the peer's 
communication apparatus in accordance with a security policy stored in the memory. 

3. (currently amended): A -The peer-to-peer communication apparatus 
according to claim 1 , further comprising: 

a first memory for storing default security policy information to be applied by 
the peer-to-peer communication apparatus to peer-to-peer communication with the 
ot<=>ef -peer's communication apparatus; 

a second memory for storing the presence information including the 
information for judging the communication security environment of the peer's 
communication apparatus; and 

fourth means for returning^, in response to a request for the presence 
information and the security policy information from the ett^ef ^peer's communication 
apparatus, a response message including the default security policy information 
read out from said first memory and the presence information read out from said 
second memory. 

4. (currently amended): A -The peer-to-peer communication apparatus 
according to claim 3, further comprising: 
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a presence infornnation processing unit for partly changing, upon occurrence 

of a change in the comnnunlcation environment resulting from movement of the 

peer's communication apparatus, said presence information stored in said second 

memory. 

5. (currently amended): A -The p eer-to-oeer communication apparatus 
according to claim 1 , wherein said first means processes a data packet to be 
transmitted and a packet received from the IP network in accordance with a security 
policy of IP security protocols defined by the Internet Engineering Task Force 
liEIF14BFF. 

6. (currently amended): A method for peer-to-peer communication 
between a first communication apparatus and a second communication apparatus 
each connected to an Internet Protocol (IP)4 P network, the method comprising the 
steps of: 

requesting, from the first communication apparatus to the second 
communication apparatus, presence information forjudging a communication 
security environment of said second communication apparatus and security policy 
information including an encryption rule and an authentication rule to be applied to a 
packet by said second communication apparatus; 

transmitting, from the second communication apparatus to the first 
communication apparatus, the presence information and security policy information 
of the second communication apparatus; 

outputting to a display screen by the first communication apparatus, the 
presence information and security policy information received from said second 
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communication apparatus, such that a user can judge propriety of the security policy 
information based on the presence information; and 

performing packet communication with the second communication apparatus 
by the first communication apparatus in accordance with the security policy 
approved by the user on said display screen. 

7. (currently amended): A -The method for peer-to-peer communication 
according to claim 6, further comprising the step of: 

allowing the user to partly correct the security policy information outputted to 
said display screen by the first communication apparatus, 

wherein the first communication apparatus performs the packet 
communication with the second communication apparatus in accordance with said 
corrected security policy. 
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